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Disclaimer

This Learner’s Handbook aims to provide users with information to better
understand the process of HIV vaccine research and development, and related
ethical, legal and human rights and community involvement issues. It is not
provided as medical or professional advice or intended to be used to diagnose,
treat, cure or prevent any disease. Persons who have, or suspect that they have,
a health-related problem should consult a suitable health care provider.

All reasonable effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of information
contained in this document before going to press. However, this information
may change from time to time as new developments occur. Because of the
possibility of human and mechanical error as well as other factors, SAAVI does
not warrant or assume any legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy,
completeness, merchantability or usefulness of any of the information for any
particular purpose.

Persons accessing this information assume full responsibility for the use of the
information and understand and agree that SAAVI and its funding agencies are
not responsible or liable for any claim, loss or damage whatsoever arising from
the use of the information.
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Who is Masikhulisane?

Masikhulisane is SAAVI's Community Involvement Programme, our name
meaning ‘Let’s grow together’. Masikhulisane was formed in 2004 after
receiving further funding from the European Commission (EC) to continue the
work that began with the South African HIV Vaccine Action Campaign

(SA HIVAC). SA HIVAC began when the MRC received funding from the EC for its
activities in 2000.

Masikhulisane’s Vision is to see: A South African society working in a mutually
beneficial and meaningful partnership with researchers in a vibrant human and
legal rights environment.

Our Mission is: To create a sustainable, accountable learning organisation
founded on a human rights ethos; and to ensure an informed and

educated South African society with strengthened, active and sustained
community involvement in the HIV vaccine-development process (this includes
the research, development and testing of HIV vaccines).

To achieve our Mission, we focus on the following activities:

e awareness raising and education about HIV vaccines in different sectors of
South African society;
providing a toll-free HIV Vaccine Info-Line;

e research and capacity development in community involvement, and human
rights, legal and ethical issues related to HIV vaccines; and

e facilitating collaborative activities to encourage knowledge-exchange
between national, regional and international role-players involved in the HIV
vaccine-development process.

Masikhulisane sees community involvement as an ongoing, long-term
engagement with communities through consultation and dialogue about all
parts of the HIV vaccine-development process. Here community involvement
includes ‘community preparedness’ which is seen as the preparation of a
community around a trial site where an HIV vaccine will be tested.

Currently Masikhulisane is headed by a Programme Manager, who manages a
team of staff including a Programme Administrator, several Community
Educators across the Western Cape, KwaZulu-Natal and Gauteng, a Materials
Developer, and a Human Rights, Legal and Ethics Advisor. Masikhulisane is
SAAVI's Community Involvement Programme. It is located in, and is part of, the
South African Medical Research Council (MRC).

Contact details for
Masikhulisane:

+27(0) 21 938-0552

SAAVI Info-Line:
080822 2463

www.saavi.org.za
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